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OWN IT 
Protect What You Create 

BY TEMI SIYANBADE 
 
Successful creatives, entrepreneurs, and business owners have mastered the art of protecting the valuable intellectual property they create. 

In this 1-page guide, find information and insights about how to identify and protect these valuable assets. 
 

 
COPYRIGHTS 
A copyright is a type of protection given to the creator of an original work. Owners 
of copyrights get exclusive rights to publish, change, distribute, perform, or copy 
the work. Original works include literary, musical, architectural, choreographic, 
pictorial, sculptural, and audiovisual creations. 
 
 
The formula for giving copyright notice to the world is the following: 
 
COPYRIGHT SYMBOL + YEAR OF PUBLICATION + NAME OF COPYRIGHT HOLDER 
 
EXAMPLE:  COPYRIGHT © 2017 by Temitope Siyanbade 
 
 
TRADEMARK 
A trademark is a mark that distinguishes a product or good or the source of the 
produce or good. A service mark is a mark that distinguishes a service or its source.  
 
Intellectual property that can be protected by trademark laws include, but not 
limited to, logos, designs, and slogans.  
 
You can use the TM sign or SM sign next to unregistered marks to show that you 
claim ownership. Once you’ve registered the mark with the US Patent and 
Trademark Office, you are then allowed to use the ®. There’s no special format or 
explicit rule about placement or use of the symbol after registration. 
 
 
TRADE SECRETS 
A trade secret any information that a business keeps secret that gives them a competitive edge. Processes, systems, mailing lists, customer 
lists, computer algorithms are examples of items that may qualify as trade secrets. 
 
There is no formal registration available for trade secrets. Instead, documentation security and contract considerations are the primary 
forms of legal protection. The following is a list of contractual methods to guard business trade secrets.  

1. Non-disclosure or confidentiality agreements 
2. Non-compete agreements 
3. Non-solicitation agreements 
4. Licensing clause and agreements 

 
 
 PATENTS 
A patent is a set of rights granted to an inventor or owner of an invention in 
exchange for the disclosure of the invention. Patents exclude others from using, 
selling or making the invention or device for a limited time. Intellectual property 
that fall under the protection of paten law include inventions that are machines, 
compositions of matter, processes for producing tangible results, and 
improvements of machines that carry out the aforementioned functions. 
 
Patent registration is a complicated and nuanced process that requires extensive 
documentation on the invention. 

Copyright Registration information: 
 
Processing Time for E-filing: 6-8 Months 
Processing time for Paper application: 8-10 
Months Filing  
Application fee: $35-$85, Renewal $100 
 
Source: www.copyright.gov 
	

Trademark Registration information: 
 
Processing time: At least 6 months, but 
request for evidence are common often 
extending the processing time to over a 
year 
Filing fees: $225-600 
 
Source: www.uspto.gov/trademark 
	

Patent Registration information: 
 
Processing time: At least 12 months, but it 
has many stages that often prolong the 
process. 
 
Filing fees: starts around $900 and 
increases depending on complexity and 
classification. Plus ongoing maintenance 
fees will come up  
Source: www.uspto.gov/patent 
	


